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Composting Conclusions 
 

On February 6, 2006 an early morning fire south of Marble Rock in Floyd County caused the loss 
of nearly 1,500 hogs (feeder pigs and sows) housed in eight hog confinement buildings owned 
by Gary Rottler of Rottler Farms, Inc.  Much of the building site was also destroyed. 
 
Rottler immediately contacted the Iowa Department of Natural Resources including Area Resource 
Specialist Shelene Codner.  In order to reduce the potential for groundwater contamination by 
burying the carcasses and to eliminate the need to landfill the mortalities, IDNR representatives 
recommended composting.  Upon this recommendation, Codner contacted Bill Rowland of the 
Landfill of North Iowa to inquire about the availability of wood chips and mulch to be used in the 
establishment of the compost pile.  Rottler obtained nearly 24 tons of wood chips and mulch to 
begin the onsite composting process.  An existing onsite cement pad was used for establishment 
of the pile.  After the pile was in place cleanup of the site began.  Wood chips, mulch, straw and 
mortalities were placed on the pad and a straw bale berm was placed around the perimeter of 
the pile to prevent run-off and leaching. 
 
After monitoring by both IDNR and Codner, the composting process is complete, data has been 
collected and the material has been land applied on an adjacent field that is currently being 
planted.  “The composting appears to have been effective, states Rottler.”  I’m thankful that we 
were able to keep the carcasses out of the landfill, and pleased that we have gained a viable soil 
amendment for our crops.  I am also pleased that by working with Eric Wiklund (IDNR, Field 
Office #2) and Shelly Codner (Area Resource Specialist) at least one positive thing has come 
from this horrible devastation, I appreciate their expertise and professionalism.” 
 
In addition to creating a high quality soil amendment, the overall project diverted approximately 
40 tons of animal mortalities and 140 tons of steel from the landfill, resulting in a direct savings of 
$7,200.  “This is minimal to the overall loss, states Rottler, but it certainly does help.”  Data from 
the project can be obtained by emailing Shelene Codner at scodner@region12cog.org. 

Shelly Codner, Resource Specialist scodner@region12cog.org (515) 965-7194 or (319) 404-1942 

Material ID Material Type Material Name 
Amount Available 

(lbs)  
4087        Wood Reel Ends  500   

12976   Metals/Plastics Auto Fluff 58,400,000 
12981   Chemicals Isopropyl Alcohol 6000 

12982   Chemicals N-Propyl-Bromide 6000 

12992   Liquid Waste Mineral Oil 25740 

12993   Plastics Plastic Slip Sheets 26000 
12995   Plastics PVC Parts 100 
13008   Paper Corrugated Containers 500 
13009   Organic Waste Compost 2,000 
13052   Wood Crates 500 
13053   Chemicals Developer 270 
13054   Chemicals Fixer II Concentrate 270 

12919   Mailing Supplies Mailing Tubes 1,400 
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13055   Chemicals Adhesive Insulation 594   One Time 

 Success Story 

Fred Kesten 
IWE Program Manager 
fkesten@region12cog.org 

Rick Hunsaker 
Executive Director 
rhunsaker@region12cog.org 

PO Box 768 
Carroll IA 51401 
Phone (712) 792-9914 
Fax (712) 792-1751 
www.region12cog.org 

2006 S. Ankeny Blvd 
Ankeny, IA  50021-3993 
Phone (515) 964-6397 
Fax (515) 964-6206 
dbr@dmacc.edu 
www.dmacc.edu/dbr 

To view statewide hot listings visit:  http://www.iowadnr.com/waste/iwe/index.html 

Copper Oxide 
Diatomaceous Earth  
   (Land—Applications) 
HVAC Equipment (useable) 
Lumber (useable) 
Nickel Oxide 
Paint Powder 
Zinc Oxide  

 
Please contact  

Shelly Codner for  
information an any  

the above materials. 
scodner@region12cog.org 

Wanted Materials 

Proudly Serving  
Boone, Cerro Gordo, Dallas, Franklin, Hamilton, Hancock, Hardin, Polk, Story, Winnebago, Worth and Wright Counties 

Housing Provided By 

Highway Hotspots 

Tour Winnebago Industries, 
the world's largest motor 
home manufacturing facility. 
View historic and current Motor 
homes or browse through the  
gift shop and visitor center.  
For more information Visit 
www.winnebagoind.com 

http://www.iowadnr.com/waste/iwe/index.html
http://www.region12cog.org
http://www.dmacc.edu/dbr
http://www.winnebagoind.com


To remove your name from the Corridor Connections email list or to subscribe to Corridor Connections please  
send an email to Shelly Codner, scodner@region12cog.org.  To submit information for Upcoming Events/Activities,  

Switching Gears, Highway Hot Spots or Iowa Innovations email Shelly Codner, scodner@region12cog.org. 

Area I 
Fred Kesten 
1009 E. Anthony St 
PO Box 768 
Carroll, IA 51401 
Phone: 712.792.9914 
Fax: 712.792.1751 
fkesten@region12cog.org 
Host Organization: Region XII COG 
 
Area II 
Shelene Codner 
2006 S. Ankeny Blvd 
Bldg 18, Rm 25D 
Ankeny, IA 50023-3993 
Phone: 515.965.7194 
Cell: 319.404.1942 
Fax: 515.964.6206 
scodner@region12cog.org 
Host Organization: DMACC 
 
Area III 
Jeff Schlee 
229 E. Park Ave 
Waterloo, IA 50703 
Phone: 319.235.0311 
Fax: 319.235.2891 
jschlee@inrcog.org 
Host Organization: Iowa Northland Regional COG 
 
Area IV 
Dick Stater 
700 16th St NE, Suite 301 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
Phone: 319.365.9941 x.21 
Fax: 319.365.9981 
dick.stater@ecicog.org 
Host Organization: East Central Iowa COG 

Area V 
Julie Plummer 
306 West River Dr. 
Davenport, IA 52801-1221 
Phone: 563.336.3319 or 
800.462.3255 
Fax: 563.336.3350 
jplummer@eicc.edu 
Host Organization: EICC 

Area VI 
Jim Reimer 
2041 715th Ave 
Albia, IA 52531 
Phone: 641.938.2845 
Cell: 641.895.6489 
jreimers@iowatelecom.net 
Host Organization: Iowa Materials 
Exchange 

Department of Natural Resources Contact 
Jeff Geerts, 502 E. 9th St, Des Moines, IA 50319-0034 
Phone: 515.281.8176, Fax: 515.281.8895, jeff.geerts@dnr.state.ia.us 

Area Resource Specialists 

Upcoming Events/Activities 

5th Annual Project AWARE!  June 16—23, 2007 
Interested in being a part of Project AWARE 2007? You can sign up now by downloading 
the official registration form at www.iowaprojectaware.com.  Also, the project is in need 
of contributions of containers and hauling, interested recyclers for recyclable materials 
and outlets for waste tires. 
 
Solid Waste Alternatives Financial Assistance Program—Applications due July  2, 2007  
For more information visit: http://www.iowadnr.com/waste/financial/financialswap.html. 

Welcome! 

The Iowa Waste Exchange welcomes Linda King as the newest member of the Financial 
and Business Assistance group.  Linda will be working for the Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources’ Energy and Waste Management Bureau and will be coordinating the Iowa 
Waste Exchange,  providing  technical assistance for the  Pollution Prevention Intern 
Program and performing a host of other marketing related duties.  Linda has a strong 
background in marketing and program development and has worked in this arena in a 
number of capacities.  Linda may be contacted at (515) 281-4876 or via email at 
Linda.King@dnr.state.ia.us. 

Switching Gears 

For additional employment opportunities available within the Iowa Department of Natural  
Resources visit:  http://www.das.hre.iowa.gov/state_jobs.html 

http://www.iowaprojectaware.com
http://www.iowadnr.com/waste/financial/financialswap.html
http://www.das.hre.iowa.gov/state_jobs.html

